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COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE REVIEW OF THRIPLOW PARISH 
  
 
1. INTRODUCTION 
 
1.1 South Cambridgeshire District Council has resolved to undertake a Community 

Governance Review of the parish of Thriplow.  
 
1.2 This review is to consider the electoral arrangements of Thriplow Parish Council to 

determine if there should be a change in the number of parish councillors representing 
each parish ward. The overall number of parish councillors will remain the same.  

 

1.3 This review will also consider changing the name of the parish from the Parish of 
Thriplow to the Parish of Thriplow and Heathfield. 

 

1.4 In undertaking this review the Council has considered the Guidance on Community 
Governance Reviews issued by the Secretary of State for Communities and Local 
Government, published in 2010, which reflects Part 4 of the Local Government and 
Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 and the relevant parts of the Local Government 
Act 1972, Guidance on Community Governance Reviews issued in accordance with 
section 100(4) of the Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 2007 by 
the Department of Communities and Local Government and the Local Government 
Boundary Commission for England in March 2010, and the following regulations which 
guide, in particular, consequential matters arising from the Review: Local Government 
(Parishes and Parish Councils) (England) Regulations 2008 (SI2008/625). (The 2007 
Act transferred powers to the principal councils which previously, under the Local 
Government Act 1997, had been shared with the Electoral Commission’s Boundary 
Committee for England.) 

 

1.5 These Terms of Reference set out clearly the matters on which the Community 
Governance Review is to focus.  We will publish this document on our website and in 
hard copy. Hard copies will be made available at South Cambridgeshire Hall, 
Cambourne, and within Thriplow village ward and Heathfield ward as advised by 
Thriplow Parish Council. 

 
1.6 Although not at the instigation of a petition, the Council has been approached by 

Thriplow Parish Council who has stated a request for a formal review process to take 
place and a willingness to work with the Council in taking this forward.  

 
1.7 The request received from Thriplow Parish Council on 2 May 2019 was that a 

Community Governance Review should review the number of parish councillors 
representing each parish ward to more accurately reflect the numbers in each parish 
ward electorate. 

 

1.8 Thriplow Parish Council propose that the Community Governance Review should 
consider changing the representation of Thriplow Village ward from 7 councillors to 5 
councillors and the representation of Heathfield ward from 2 councillors to 4 
councillors. 

 

1.9 As part of consultation to develop this Community Governance Review, Thriplow 
Parish Council advised that they would like the review to consider amending the name 
of Thriplow Parish Council to Thriplow and Heathfield Parish Council and made this 
request in writing on 12 November 2019.  
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1.10 Thriplow Parish Council propose that the Community Governance Review should also 
consider changing the name of the parish to ‘The Parish of Thriplow and Heathfield’. 

 

1.11  The Council must have regard to the need to secure community governance within 
the area under review such that it 

     reflects the identities and interests of the community in that area, and 

     is effective and convenient, and 

     takes into account any other arrangements for the purposes of community 
representation or community engagement in the area. 

  
1.12 A Community Governance Review is a review of the whole or part of the district to 

consider one or more of the following: 

     creating, merging, altering or abolishing parishes; 

     the naming of parishes in the style of new parishesi; 

     the electoral arrangements for parishes (the ordinary year of election; council 
size; the number of councillors to be elected to the council, and parish 
warding), and 

     grouping parishes under a common parish council or de-grouping parishes. 
 

1.13 The Council’s constitution states the function of the Civic Affairs Committee with 
regard to Electoral Arrangements 

 
Determination as follows: 

 review district or parish electoral arrangements including boundaries and report 

recommendations to Council  

 give parish meetings powers of parish council  

 increase / reduce number of parish councillors  

 change parish electoral arrangements where agreed including parish warding  

 appoint temporary parish councillors, s. 91 LGA, 1972  

 

They may also recommend to Council: 

 district and district ward boundary changes arising from review  

 parish warding and boundary changes where not agreed  

 Periodic Electoral Review  

 new parish establishment  

 
2. CONSULTATION 
  
2.1 The Council has drawn up and now publishes this Terms of Reference document. This 

document lays out the aims of the review, the legislation that guides it and some of the 
policies that the Council considers important in the review. 

 
2.2 In coming to its Recommendations in a Review, the Council will take account of the 

views of local people and stakeholders. 
 

2.3 The Council will: 

     publish these Terms of Reference and take submissions via its website;  

     promote the process via the website and social media; and within the parish. 

 provide key documents on deposit at South Cambridgeshire Hall, 
Cambourne and in suitable locations in Thriplow and within Thriplow village 
ward and Heathfield ward as advised by Thriplow Parish Council. 
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 Postal submissions will be accepted at the District Council office (South 
Cambridgeshire District Council, South Cambridgeshire Hall, Cambourne 
Business Park, Cambourne, Cambridge, CB23 6EA). 

   
The timetable for the review 

Publication of the Terms of Reference formally begins the review, and the review must be 

completed within twelve months.  To this end we will adhere to the following timetable for 

review. 

Timetable for Community Governance Review 

Terms of Reference are published TBC 

Submissions invited TBC 

Consultation closes TBC 

Consideration of submissions received 
by the Civic Affairs Committee and 
recommendation prepared 

TBC 

Recommendations of the Civic Affairs 
Committee are published, concluding 
the review 

TBC 

Council can make a Reorganisation of 
Community Governance Order 

TBC 

 
3. ELECTORATE FORECASTS 
 
3.1 The existing parish electorate is 897ii The electorate is not forecast to increase in the 

next five years as there are no planned developments.iii  
 
3.2 Thriplow ward currently has an electorate of 385 and Heathfield ward currently has an 

electorate of 512.  
 
  
4. ELECTORAL ARRANGEMENTS 
 
4.1 The Council voted to move to all out elections and to bring all parish council elections 

in line with that new schedule. The first all out elections took place in May 2018, with 
all out elections then taking place every four years thereafter. 

 
4.2 The Council notes that if a parish is warded, it should give consideration to the levels 

of representation between each ward. That is to say, the number of councillors to be 
elected from each ward and the number of electors they represent.  

 

4.3 The Council notes that there are no specific guidelines for what might constitute 
significant differences in levels of representation; each case will need to be considered 
on its merits.  

   
5. REORGANISATION OF COMMUNITY GOVERNANCE ORDERS AND 

COMMENCEMENT 
 
5.1 The Review will be completed when the Council adopts the Reorganisation of 

Community Governance Order. Copies of this Order and the document(s) which set 
out the reasons for the decisions that the Council has taken (including where it has 
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decided to make no change following a Review) will be deposited at the Council’s 
offices and website 

 
5.2 The provisions of the Order will take effect for financial and administrative purposes by 

December 2020.  
 
5.3 Revised electoral arrangements for a new or existing parish council will usually come 

into effect at the next scheduled elections to the parish council. This will be in May 
2022.  

  
DATE OF PUBLICATIONS OF THESE TERMS OF RFERENCE 
Date of publication of these terms of reference 3 December 2019 

 
 
 

 
 
How to contact us  
 
Enquiries regarding the review process should be directed in the first instance to: 
  
Louise Lord, Development Officer 
south.east@scambs.gov.uk or 01954 713 070 
 
 
Officers charged with conducting the review are as follows: 
  
Kathryn Hawkes, Programme Manager 
kathryn.hawkes@scambs.gov.uk or 01954 712 932 
  
Jason Clarke, Programme Manager 
jason.clarke@scambs.gov.uk or 01954 713 396 
 
Louise Lord, Development Officer 
Louise.lord@scambs.gov.uk or 01954 713 297 
 

 
                                                           
i
 The LGBCE Guidance on Community Governance Reviews refers to the further choices of styles for a parish 
(community, neighbourhood and village) set out in the 2007 revision of the LGA, 1972. See 107 
ii
 The 2019 Electoral Review is currently in progress and data is not yet available. 

iii
 Greater Cambridge Housing Trajectory and Five-year Housing Land Supply: September: 2019 
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